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HE BLACK FLOWER OPENS UP

INTERVIEW KAREN WRIGHT | ARTWORK JOSH GOSFIELD

Gigi Gaston was born in Bulgaria in 1943. Her mother was shot dead while Gigi was still a child, leaving her an orphan.

At an early age, Gigi moved to Paris and rocketed to fame as a pop-star. In 1964, on his way to her concert at the Olympia,

Paris, Gigi's lover died. She married Giorgio Fortuna in 1967, and later killed him in a ‘crime of passion.’

She has been in hiding since.

| was told that questions could be submitted to Gigi through a chain of
go-betweens, but there was no guarantee that | would ever receive a reply.
The lines of connection — who passed on my questions to whom - were
never revealed to me, but to my surprise, after about a week a meticulous,
hand-written sheet of paper was delivered to me. It ended simply: ‘| haven't
thought about these things for a long time, so | hope this will be as helpful
to you as it was to me. Regards, G.'

KAREN WRIGHT What initially made you run from the press? Did you
feel in the same way that you did when your lover was killed in the tragic
accident on the way to seeing you perform?

GIGI GASTON If you hide out from the world for so long that no one
cares about you anymore, the press will leave you alone.

KW Your whole life has been filled with tragic incidents mixed with lucky
accidents - do you think this helped to make you a better artist?

GG In my life as an artist | was never concerned with being ‘better’
because there were figures such as Picasso and Piaf who would always be
‘better' than me. | was never anything more than a girl with a guitar.

KW The family who befriended you were of very
different circumstances — was this difficult for you?
GG Any middle class difficulties that existed in the
Gaston home were dwarfed by the fact that they had
saved me from a life of miserable drudgery and abuse
behind the stone walls of an orphanage.

KW Do you think that your looks and those of your
husband made you more famous and accessible

as artists?

GG Other people might have seen something different in
me but | used to hate my nose with a passion, and | wrote
a song called 'l am a Mirror' in which | sang, ‘Please take
this look from my face.'

KW Do you feel bitterness towards the newspapers and photographers
who followed your ups and downs?
GG | am too old for bitterness.

KW How has your son helped you and been affected by the tragic events
that led you to withdraw?
GG | gave my son life, but now he is the only reason that | am still alive.

KW Would you ever consider staging a comeback?
GG My music exists in the past. | would not embarrass myself or my fans
that way.

KW How do you fill your time now?
GG Time is not a bucket to be filled. The elementary tasks of living are
perfectly timed to the hours of the day.

KW Do you still make music?
GG | never made music — music made me.

KW What have you learned from the whole experience
about fame and its vicissitudes?

blindfolded: you are incapable of making rational
decisions and will almost certainly cause great damage
to yourself and others.

KW Do you think it would all be different now?
GG It doesn't matter. | sit here by the window that

the tides every day.
KW Are you prepared to say where you are now?

GG | am sitting here at my table writing as the sun
goes down.

GG Achieving fame at an early age is like piloting a plane

overlooks the sea and it is as if my past is swept out by
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