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THE MEW YOREK TINES
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Rngh Hewn Images for Rﬂuﬂh Heum limes

In phagraphy s tamily ree

& daguerreotypss 13 the geniee
nant and the WAty the iinernnt
cousin. Both 18th-century tech
miquees imvalved fhe expoieme of A

AT Gndproduceda
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reversed
irnge, but ther ap-
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LnAgue,

plications differed
widely, A daguerre-
DlVpe portrait was
a frrmad (and expensie) ol
tintype tents and studdios, mear
while, hunctioned almost Iike the
phisia booths of today. A swhjcet
would posse for a fes seconds
aften in ront of o painied back-
drop, and wall jusl minutes for 5
nee-0d-n-Kinad el msddy-look-
ing) portradt

= Amercn and the Tintype™ of
the International Center of Pho
tography, crgamesed by the cen
ter's chiel curmtor, Brinn Wallia
and the pholtograply dealer Ste-
von Easher, includes soame 200
examples of this democraiic [orm
of imnge making from the mu
seum's oolecuon. Most of e an-
19, Al sEhgects, are wnsdeni-
fbestl. Thise warks fOrm a group
POTIEAL Of AMMEricnns, mostly
working and migldie class, strug-
gling 1o adapt to the rapidly shif
it Al &l ECon offiee Coddli-
tions during the four decades o
ter the Civel War

e exhibition makes the most
of the tintype's rumgee of subpect
FGLEr frd cmstionm, Trom post-
mariem shots to vasdevikhan
carscalures, resdmen o min-
sirels. It does not dispute the di-
BLErmeMy pe & EUPETIOr M-
tEals for artestry but simply as-
4aTis Chal Lbypses DEve Dien -
faarty overlooked becoige of iher
ubiguity, alfardability and and-
I TTATY,

mitype recuired only &
smpll inveEstmeEnt In egquipmeni
and trdning time. Whereas the
dagusrrentype was composed of
copper, silver, mercury ar gold
e vimtypse was merely nthin

1 irn { Known | I-"-H:lll.ll.!.'
lnpenie,” hefede UhE i

mer) coaled with a DgN-sensitve

Bnck warnish

TEnypses wiere nol only cheap-
er bt also sturdber than U dich
ale daguerreoty e or albumen
print, rendering them highly
partohle keepsakes. They were

America amd bhe Tirdype
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Siriking o pose for a tintype portrait arcund 157D

America and the Tintype

Photopraphy

erier af

correed on one's person i giked
frames or envelopes, or even
WITL &S OWEIrY.

In & fascinating catnlog essay
Mr. Kacher disoects the tintype’s
abject, slightly scedy nssocin
tions. He quotes the pholography
nistorian John Wood, who sees in
the tintypee the sullied image of
peoat-Cival War .-".':ll.'l'-l.. “1his da-
Euerrectype was simply no long

er oair friting bnage. Our faces
il fonind chielr way to the tin
types.

The thinlyp was o
dium from the very beginning; il
Firse ook hald during the pres
dentinl election of IR, (LDne 'l’
the imgiges here, rom 1868,
qhinace
for the Democrtic n
rafii Sy snir,
s 5 Girmmt. ) Soon atter, vl
War sollliers were sepding homss
ttypes [rodm the iront. in saw-
eral tintypes in the show, unk
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formizd men pose with thedr rifles
in front of painted backdrogs of
imiHeary cafmgs

In family albums back hoame
thi soldibers” ungypees wold be
displased wogether with pictures
ol ather family members, Iving
and dead. The first section of the
show includes some sLarlmg
postmoriem portralis af children.,
nmiong them o sof of unidentified
triplets land out in o row snd pho-
tographed from abave.

The tintype documenied bjury
and distgurement as well as
denth, The image on e cos
Uhae exdubiison catnlog 15 & pioture

o man whass (nog 1€ almost en
tirely abscuned by Bandages
Liess piobioombele, bl juast ms ol
fecting, is the full-length portradt
MisSINE twi [in-

i hancl, W Hhied e
el UImENLS o
ik, theese

0 @ man whio i

giers an hi
tnkien af medical

Another catepory wins the =0k
cupational,” ar work portrall
Thitse e iures make up nearly

mm entire wall of ihe exhilition
Blucksmiths, butchers, newsboys
and mads are posed Inuniiorm

and with the tools o
Entertainers — serol
muskcian ARs0 puly |||LII Skills

Ao e el tesn notes, the rise
ol the BRlype correspomded Witk
i peried of Tinancial crisis, [he
Panic of 1873 and enguing depr
sion, and the replacement o
akilled arresans with isdusoriak-
ized Iabor. enconraged workers
o preseryve their jobs in phol
frraphic foem

Evon g0, tintypses weere Rardly
all wark and no play. About hal
o the show ks devoted i
amenton-seeking lorms ol Bt
sure, Men act out robberies
flaunt their biceps and even
CroE -|.-||||lu.' WIHMEN DsE 1IN
PNt COSTImES i el feizd each
paher hnnpnns with m smile and a
wink. |:'|.'II;I'I"'| { thedr halr o
0 delimnce ol Viclonan morals
sometimes Hterally; one rive ing
image shows eight |'.ri- widly
lnigh, wavy locks cascading dow
thelr backs.

A reloted group of Unkypes,
Mok priEemntle IToms & contem
porary s standpoing, atlests i thi
popularity of minstrel shows.
Mlixed in weth pletures ol p
[Grmers i blackiRce
are portrmts that reveal varnou
aspects of hlack American life be-
fore, during mnd afver the Clvil
War, A porirait of & black minmy
wiith hier white ward, from 1560
e next 1o one ol & fresdwom
o taken Cve veors Inles

Tintypes were superseded
around 188 by George Easi
man's cellulodd rall film, an inno
vintion that mile tricky wet-plate
negntives obsolete, lurther de-
MGCTANFINE phalograply. So why
shoubd we cane abput the tin
type?

M. Rasher, Mo oo, sees L
the ancestor of the disposabl
idigitnl portraits aploaded dally (o
|HI1.!I‘.I-H'IH."I T Wb sites liki
Flickr and Facebaak, The tinkyps
hans akeo been revitabzed, ar at
Erided, By asemnll mem
g of O TI[HEMArY phobng
phiers. [ Thosa w
ing hair, for instance, appearad in
& 2000 proup exnibition organioed
b Justine Ruriand ami Lan
Frigaia]
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that no ol form ol pholog
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