
 

  

 
 
 

    

Fred W. McDarrah: The Artist’s World 

 
 

Steven Kasher Gallery presents its new show beside Jerome Liebling, Fred W. McDarrah: 
The Artist’s World. The exhibition features over 150 vintage prints, including the original 
book prints for the 1961 publication The Artist’s World in Pictures. 

Fred W. McDarrah's (1926 - 2007) interest in photographing artists can be traced to a 
1949 introduction to the painter William Littlefield (1902 - 1969). Littlefield opened a 



 

  

window into a world that McDarrah, who came from poverty and matriculated on the 
streets of Brooklyn, had never previously seen.  

Beginning in the early 1950s Littlefield and sculptor Philip Pavia hosted informal 
gatherings of artists at the Waldorf Cafeteria on 6th Avenue in Greenwich Village. These 
get-togethers evolved into The Club, an artist membership association. Over the years, 
The Club moved to Broadway, East 14th Street, 10th Street and 4th Avenue, 2nd Avenue, 
St. Marks Place, and finally to Mercer Street, not far from its original home. The Club 
hosted seminars, panels, parties, talks, readings and other events where artists of the day 
would share and exchange ideas and opinions. The Club and its activities were central to 
the creation of the Abstract Expressionist movement and The New York School. Many of 
The Club's members lived and worked within a few blocks of its doors: Willem de 
Kooning, Franz Kline, Ad Reinhardt, James Brooks, Grace Hartigan, Joan Mitchell, Robert 
Rauschenberg, Jack Tworkov, Alfred Leslie, Milton Resnick, Lee Krasner, Philip Guston, 
William Baziotes, Robert Motherwell, Nicholas Krushenick, Richard Pousette-Dart, Milton 
Avery, Stuart Davis and Adolph Gottlieb.    On some occasions, a non-artist with a 
connection to The Club attended an event, such as Jack Kerouac, who did a cameo on the 
drums at the 1958 New Year's Eve party. 

McDarrah attended events at The Club and eventually became the doorman and keeper 
of the mailing list, cultivating relationships with many of the member artists. Often, he 
would have his camera and unobtrusively document the world of the artists he had 
become a part of.  Sensing the cultural importance of the moment, McDarrah then 
decided to capture all he could with his camera, which resulted in the seminal 1961 
book, The Artist's World in Pictures. 

The next generation of artists, including Pop icons Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, Claes 
Oldenburg, Tom Wesselmann, Jim Dine, Jasper Johns, Dan Flavin, John Chamberlain, 
Frank Stella, Donald Judd, Robert Indiana and James Rosenquist, often sought out 
McDarrah and coverage in The Village Voice, where McDarrah had a day job as an 
advertising salesman and was the staff photographer. Warhol would often call McDarrah 
at home, hoping he would take his portrait and use it in the Voice, one of the few 
periodicals giving serious early coverage to the Pop genre - and to women 
artists. McDarrah's archive also includes classic images of Marisol, Eva Hesse, Yayoi 
Kusama, Carolee Schneemann, Rosalyn Drexler, Hanna Wilke, Niki de Saint Phalle, Faith 
Ringgold, Alice Neel and Marjorie Strider. 

Born in Brooklyn, McDarrah bought his first camera at the 1939 World’s Fair in New York 
City. He served as a U.S. Army paratrooper in Occupied Japan at the end of World War II, 
camera usually in hand, and then earned a Journalism degree from New York University 
on the G.I. Bill. When a neighbor told McDarrah he was starting a newspaper to be called 



 

  

The Village Voice, McDarrah signed on. He was associated with the paper for the rest of 
his life. He is survived by his wife Gloria and sons Patrick and Timothy, who now proudly 
carry on his legacy. His archive of over 35,000 vintage prints has been represented by 
Steven Kasher Gallery since 2001. 

Fred W. McDarrah’s photographs have been exhibited at numerous museums, including 
the Museum of Modern Art in New York, the Whitney Museum of American Art, the 
Albright–Knox Art Gallery, and the Centre Georges Pompidou; and are in numerous 
private and public collections including the National Portrait Gallery, the J. Paul Getty 
Museum, and the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. He was the recipient of a 
Guggenheim Fellowship in 1972. 

Several McDarrah photographs were recently acquired for the permanent collection of 
the Museum of Modern Art, New York, including images of Yoko Ono, which will be on 
view as part of MoMA's Yoko Ono retrospective this spring. Images of Allan Kaprow and 
John Cage that are now part of the MoMA permanent collection were displayed there in 
2014 as part of There Will Never Be Silence: Scoring John Cage's 4'33". 

McDarrah’s books include The Beat Scene (1960), The Artist’s World in Pictures (1961), 
Greenwich Village Guide (1963), New York, New York (1964), Kerouac and Friends: A Beat 
Generation Album (1985), Gay Pride: Photos from Stonewall to Today (1994), Beat 
Generation Glory Days in Greenwich Village (1996), and Anarchy Protest and Rebellion & 
The Counterculture that Changed America (2003), and  Artists and Writers of the 60s and 
70s (2006). 

 
 


