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This exhibition bepins with 2 kizs almond eves open With each 1mage, the tale of
zeduction unfolds through tousled hair and sheats, genflyparied lips and legs. Wingate
Pame s Venus performs for the enamored photographer and for her fictitious, decidedly
straight and male lover—the viswer. How innocent this patnarchal scopophilia zeems
today: In 1966, Paine assembled his seminal collecton of photographs in the book Mirror
of Penus_with fex t= by director Fedenco Fellim and writer Frang oise Sagan He could not
have known thata mere forty years later, the seemingly immortsl concept he nurtured—
erotictsm—aould no longer be resting bhszfullyon her nuphal pidlow, bot would be
rather on her death bed, suffocated b-v hard-core pormography and the digitsl age of
unlimited access He could zlso not have kmown that his glorously natural Carla, Scarlet,
and Sandra, whom he wastoo resiramed fo fully expose, would be waxed bare, replaced
with silicone and peroxide. “Venus Revisited, ™ Paine s first solo exhibition, combines
clazgc images from his book with never-before-seen vinfage prints from the arfist’s
personal archive. The show sparklzs with humer, mystery, and, most of all, S,:iﬂcerir:,f
Affixed to the gallerywall, 2 quote by Felhint prophetically bepgs, “Why can’t we always

live it 3 house full of women like thiz?” I'm sorry, Fedenco. but they don’t live here
AMVITOTE.




